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NORTH IDAHO ZONE (NIZ) FIRE TRAINING PROGRAM 
Revised October 2013 

 
PURPOSE: To implement direction from the Northern Rockies Coordinating Group 
(NRCG) for the North Idaho Zone fire training program. 
 
ORGANIZATION: The North Idaho Zone fire training coordinator is Julia Figgins.  The 
following table lists the lead agency training representatives contacts for NIZ: 
 
 

AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 
 

Idaho Panhandle NFs 
 
 
 
 
Alternate: 
 

 

Angelic Koch 
IPF Training Officer/CDC 
11569 N. Airport Drive 
Hayden, ID  83835 

 
 

 

 
(208) 762-6903 
FAX (208) 762-6909 
akoch@fs.fed.us 
 
 

 

Idaho Dept of Lands 
 

Representative for the 
North Idaho Fire Chiefs 
Association 

 
 

 

Paul Balfour 
Training Coordinator 
IDL Fire Bureau 
3284 W Industrial Loop 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815 

 
 

 

 
(208) 666-8652 
FAX (208) 769-1524 
pbalfour@idl.idaho.gov 
 
 

 

Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
 
 
 
 
Alternate: 
 
 

 

David Vassar 
CDT Fire Mgt 
P.O. Box 408 
Plummer, ID  83851 

 
Tom Pakootas 

CDT Fire Mgt 
 

 

 
(208) 686-7004 
FAX (208) 686-5109 
davassar@cdatribe-nsn.gov 
 
(208) 686-5306 
tapakootas@cdatribe-nsn.gov 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
continued….. 
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AGENCY REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 

 
Bureau of Land Mgmt. 
 
 
 
 
Alternate: 
 
 

 
Angelic Koch 

IPF Training Officer/CDC 
11569 N. Airport Drive 
Hayden, ID  83835 

 
Kristen Sanders 

Cottonwood Field Office 
 

 
 
(208) 762-6903 
FAX (208) 762-6909 
akoch@fs.fed.us 
 
 
(208) 962-3786 
ksanders@blm.gov 
 

 
Clearwater/Nez Perce NFs 
 
 
 
 
Alternates: 
 

 
Dennis Crew 

Grangeville Dispatch 
104 Airport Road 
Grangeville, ID  83530 

 
Mark DeCaria 

Grangeville Dispatch 
 

Chris Hertel 
Grangeville Air Center 
 

 
 
(208) 983-6801 
FAX (208) 983-4065 
dcrew@fs.fed.us 
 
(208) 983-6802 
madecaria@fs.fed.us 
 
(208) 983-9582 
FAX (208) 987-9587 
chertel@fs.fed.us 
 

 
Nez Perce Tribe 
 
 
 
 
Alternate: 
 
 

 
Sandy Holt 

NPT Fire Mgt 
P.O. Box 365 
Lapwai, ID  83540 

 
Jeff Handel 

NPT Fire Mgt 
 

 
(208) 843-2827 
FAX (208) 843-2834 
sandyh@nezperce.org 
 
 
(208) 621-4670 
Cell (208) 596-5136 
jeffh@nezperce.org 
 

 
FWS Kootenai National 
Wildlife Refuge 
 
 

 
Steve Pietroburgo 

1310 Bear Creek Road 
Colville, WA  99114 

 

 
(509) 684-8384 
FAX (208) 267-5570 
steve_pietroburgo@fws.gov 
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NORTH IDAHO ZONE FIRE TRAINING PROGRAM 

 
 
TRAINING PRIORITIZATION 
 
It has been agreed to use the following criteria when prioritizing nominees for training.  
These criteria are not in any particular order of priority, as priorities may change depending 
upon the course and zone needs. 
 

 Availability/commitment 

 Training required for advancement or promotion 

 Training required for current position 

 Team involvement (Type 1, 2 IMT and Type 3 Organization) 

 Training involvement 

 Number of training slots requested from current needs analysis 
 
The North Idaho Zone Training Group (NIZTG) will prioritize all nominees for national, 
Northern Rockies geographic area, and other local or geographic area courses.  Any 
changes or cancellations must be coordinated through the zone coordinator. 
 
COORDINATION / PRESENTATION OF COURSES 
 
Agencies involved in the NIZTG will equitably share in the coordination and presentation of 
specific courses and may present additional courses as needed.  Prior to presenting any 
additional courses, agencies are advised to contact the zone coordinator to obtain the 
most current information. 
 
Regardless of coordinating agency, all courses should be open to all agency personnel 
and should be widely advertised.  This will ensure maximum opportunity for everyone to 
participate in necessary training which might otherwise be missed.  All nominees should be 
treated equally based upon the priority criteria previously stated. 
 
COURSE SESSIONS 
 
tHE course will be posted to the North Idaho Training website, 
http://www.nationalfiretraining.net/nrni/homepage approximately 6 to 8 weeks prior to the 
start date of each course.  It is the responsibility of the coordinating agency/course 
coordinator to submit an electronic version of the alert in rich-text format/MS word to CDC 
for posting.  The zone coordinator, however, will facilitate the completion of agency course 
alerts upon request. 
 
A current Field Manager’s Course Guide, http://www.nationalfiretraining.net/nrni/policies , 
policies should be consulted for necessary adminstrative information regarding NWCG 
training curriculum.  All course alerts will specifically indicate course prerequisites, course 
costs, and nomination process. 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalfiretraining.net/nrni/homepage
http://www.nationalfiretraining.net/nrni/policies
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COURSE NOMINATIONS / SELECTIONS 
It is the responsibility of the agency training representative to submit nomination forms, 
which should not be submitted until a course alert has been posted.  To assist in the 
selection process, priority training needs should be indicated on the nomination form.  Late 
nomination submittals will be forwarded through the zone coordinator to the training 
coordinator.  Although late nominations will be accepted, they will be placed at the 
bottom of the priority list. 
 
Normally, the coordinating agency will receive all nominations and make the selections for 
each course.  The zone coordinator and other NIZTG members will be involved for 
resolution of any selection questions or problems.  Every effort will be made to post 
selection memos to the CDC website at least 3 weeks prior to the course start date, with 
the coordinating agency/course coordinator responsible for submitting electronic versions 
(rich-text format/MS word) to CDC for posting.  Any changes or cancellations will be 
coordinated through the zone coordinator.  
 
Upon completion of training, it is the responsibility of the coordinating agency/course 
coordinator to submit an electronic, rich-text format/MS work version of the completion 
memo to CDC for posting to the website.  Completion memos should contain sufficient 
information to allow the association of trainees with both their agency and their units.  
Federal students and instructors, if provided, with IQCS profiles will have their records 
updated following course completion.  
 
Per the 2007-2012 Idaho Cooperative Fire Agreement, Item 17. Training:, “…State 
nominations will be treated as agency nominations regardless of which geographical area 
the employee resides in…” 
 
TRAINING COSTS 
In the past, it has been standard procedure for training costs to be covered by the 
coordinating agency.  As such, there will normally not be any tuition associated with 
training courses.  However, fees may be charged for those courses which incur unusual or 
unexpected expenses.  Tuition fees, if any, will be identified in the course alert. 
 
MEETINGS / DATES 
Normally, the NIZTG will meet once a year, generally in mid-October, to establish the zone 
program for the upcoming season and to prioritize off-zone nominations.  In February each 
year, agencies will receive a course needs analysis sent from the Northern Rockies 
Training Center (NRTC) through the zone coordinator.  Each analysis will depict in detail 
the expected training needs for the following winter-spring training season. 
 

Annual Calendar 
February   Identify zone needs 
March   Incorporate zone needs into the NRTC program 
October   Establish zone training schedule 
    Prioritize zone trainees for early off-zone courses 
    Prioritize zone trainees submitted to NRTC and other areas 
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NORTH IDAHO ZONE TRAINING PROGRAM CONTACTS 

 
 
ORGANIZATION: The North Idaho Zone fire training coordinator is Julia Figgins.  The 
following table is a comprehensive list identifying agency unit/district training 
representatives and/or contacts within NIZ. 
 
Idaho Panhandle NFs Training Representatives 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 

Idaho Panhandle NFs 
Priest Lake RD 
01040008  

Glen Palfrey 
32202 Hwy 57 
Priest River, ID 83856 
 

(208) 443-6824 
sarassink@fs.fed.us 
gpalfrey@fs.fed.us 
 

Idaho Panhandle NFs 
Bonners Ferry RD 
01040007  

Dan Muir 
6286 Main Street 
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805 
 

(208) 267-6760 
dcmuir@fs.fed.us 
 

Idaho Panhandle NFs 
Sandpoint RD 
01040006  
 

Eric Morgan 
1602 Ontario Street 
Sandpoint, ID 83864 
 

(208) 265-6674 
ebmorgan@fs.fed.us 
 

Idaho Panhandle NFs 
Coeur d’Alene River RD 
01040001  
 

Terry Zufelt 
2502 E. Sherman Ave 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814 
 

(208) 769-3036 
tzufelt@fs.fed.us 
 

Idaho Panhandle NFs 
St Joe RD 
01040004  
 

James Grasham 
222 S. 7th Street, Suite 1 
St. Maries, ID 83861 
 

(208) 245-6062 
jgrasham@fs.fed.us 
 

Idaho Panhandle NFs 
Interagency Hotshot Crew 
0104IHC  
 

Ryan Nipp 
3815 Schreiber Way 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815 
 

(208) 765-7239 
rnipp@fs.fed.us 
 

Idaho Panhandle NFs 
Supervisor’s Office and  

Nursery 01040000 
Casual Hires 0104AD 

Angelic Koch 
11569 N. Airport Drive 
Hayden, ID 83835 
 

(208) 762-6903 
akoch@fs.fed.us 
 

 
 
 
FWS Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge Training Representative 
REFUGE REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 
 

Kootenai NWR 
Little Pend Oreille NWR 

 

Steve Pietroburgo 
1310 Bear Creek Road 
Colville, WA  99114 
 

 

(509) 684-8384 
FAX (208) 267-5570 
steve_pietroburgo@fws.gov 
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Clearwater NF and Nez Perce NF Training Representatives 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 
Clearwater NF 
Supervisor's Office 
0500 
 

Roger Staats 
12730 HWY 12 
Orofino, ID 83544 

 

(208) 476-8301 
rstaats@fs.fed.us 
 

Clearwater NF 
Palouse RD 
0502 
 

Alan Carlson 
1700 HWY 6 
Potlatch, ID 83855 

 

(208) 875-1131 
alancarlson@fs.fed.us 
 

Clearwater NF 
North Fork RD 
0503 
 

Brandon Skinner 
12730 Highway 12 
Orofino, ID 83544 

 

(208) 476-8206 
bskinner@fs.fed.us 
 

Clearwater NF 
Lochsa RD 
0505 
 

Brett Rogers 
502 Lowry 
Kooskia, ID  83539 

 

(208) 926-6427 
brogers01@fs.fed.us 
 

Clearwater NF 
Powell RD 
0506 
 

Matt Young 
192 Powell Road 
Lolo, MT  59847 

 

(208) 942-0344 
mhyoung@fs.fed.us 
 

Nez Perce NF 
Supervisor's Office 
Casual Hires 
1700 

Dennis Crew 
104 Airport Road 
Grangeville, ID 83530 

  

(208) 983-6801 
dcrew@fs.fed.us 
 

 
Nez Perce NF 
Salmon River RD 
(North/South) 
1701 
 

Josh Warden (S) 
HC 01, Box 70 
White Bird, ID 83554 
 

Jeffrey Polack (N) 
104 Airport Road 
Grangeville, ID 83530 

 

(208) 839-2115 
jwarden@fs.fed.us 
 
 
(208) 983-4088 
jpolack@fs.fed.us 
 

Nez Perce NF 
Moose Creek RD 
1706 
 

Guy Williams 
HCR 75 Box 91 
Kooskia, ID 83539 

 

(208) 926-8956 
gawilliams@fs.fed.us 
 

Nez Perce NF 
Elk City / Red River RD 
1708 
 

Chris Lundgren 
P.O. Box 416 
Elk City, ID 83525 

 

(208) 842-2104 
FAX (208) 842-2150 
clundgren@fs.fed.us 
 

Nez Perce NF 
Grangeville Air Center 
17SMKJ 
 

Chris Hertel 
104 Airport Road  
Grangeville, ID 83530 

 

(208) 983-9582 
chertel@fs.fed.us 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:alancarlson@fs.fed.us
mailto:bskinner@fs.fed.us
mailto:dcrew@fs.fed.us
mailto:dcrousser@fs.fed.us
mailto:clundgren@fs.fed.us
mailto:chertel@fs.fed.us
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Coeur d’Alene and Cottonwood District, BLM Training Representatives 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 
 

BLM 
Coeur d’Alene District 
 
 

Angelic Koch 
11569 N. Airport Drive 
Hayden, ID 83835 
 

(208) 762-6903 
akoch@fs.fed.us 
 

 

BLM 
Cottonwood Field Office 
 
 

 

Kristen Sanders 
1 Butte Drive 
Cottonwood, ID 83522 

 

 

(208) 962-3786 
FAX (208) 962-3275 
ksanders@blm.gov 
 

 
 
Nez Perce Tribe Training Representative 
TRIBE REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 
 

Nez Perce Tribe 
 

Sandy Holt 
P.O. Box 365 
Lapwai, ID  83540 

 

 

(208) 843-2827 
FAX (208) 843-2834 
sandyh@nezperce.org 
 

 
 
Coeur d’Alene Tribe Training Representative 
TRIBE REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 
 

Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
 

David Vassar 
P.O. Box 408 
Plummer, ID  83851 

 

 

(208) 686-7004 
FAX (208) 686-5109 
davassar@cdatribe-nsn.gov 
 

 
 
Idaho Dept of Lands Training and the North Idaho Fire Chiefs Association 
Representative 
SUPERVISORY AREA REPRESENTATIVE PHONE / FAX / EMAIL 
 

IDL 
Bureau Office 
Coeur d’Alene Cache 
Supervisory Areas 
North ID Fire Departments 
 

 

Paul Balfour 
3284 W. Industrial Loop 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83815 

 

(208) 666-8652 
FAX (208) 769-1524 
pbalfour@idl.idaho.gov 
 

 


